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person about to insure to infer to whom he’
would have been indebted for his rejection.

&laquo; Conceiving that I owe it to my profes-
sion as well as to myself to adopt this

course, I must beg you to hold me excused
giving a surgeon’s opinion without a sur-
geon’s fee. I am, Sir, yours, &c.

"WILLIAM RYAN, M.R.C.S.L.
"To Mr. Green, Norwich Insurance-

office, Birmingham."
Mr. RYAN was undoubtedly right to de-

mand the fee from the office-if there the
matter were to end; but in these cases, as

we have often before said, the circumstances
are seldom discussed, in the mind, to their Iconclusion. Suppose Mr. GREEN informs
the person who has applied for the insurance,
that the surgeon declines to answer the in-

quiries without payment of a guinea ; that
the office never pays such a fee; and that
the policy therefore will not be granted. And
this is precisely what will happen. The ap-
plicant straightway visits Mr. RYAN, and
says, 

" You are my medical attendant, you
&laquo; must reply, or I and my family change our
" surgeon," - an unpleasant alternative.

Perhaps, however, with a more honourable
feeling, the applicant will say," It is I who
" will be your debtor for the certificate. Re-
" ceive my guinea for it. I cannot do without
" the policy." Does not this plainly show that
the custom of demanding the fees from the
offices is not tenable ? True it is that to
refuse a reply at first may produce a right
understanding between the surgeon and the

patient, and, in that case, if the former can

procure his fee from the latter, justice is

satisfied, but we fear that the profession
has got so much into the habit of working
gratuitously, that payments will but very
seldom be made for medical opinions in
cases of life-assurance, for the mass of per-
sons who, every day, see advertised, in every
newspaper, in every street, in thousands of
professional cards, "MEDICAL ADVICE GRATIS,"
become astonished at a rational demand for
any service that falls out of the common
order of professional charges. The policy
of paying the fees referred to by the assur-

ance-offices, is another question, on which
there is no occasion to enter on the present
occasion.

LETTER FROM ANOTHER WORLD,
ON THE TOBACCO QUESTION.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;If airy forms and disembodied beings
were permitted to &laquo; revisit the glimpses of

earth," I should have had the honour

(ere now) of making my personal devoirs at
your castellated mansion, in Bedford-square.
But, as we " poor sprites’ (excepting upon
special occasions) are interdicted from ex-

tending our travels to the material world, I
am doomed to adopt this mode of conveying
to you the immortal thanks of a few "choice

spirits" residing in these happy regions, for
your able, interesting, and instructive article,
at page 223, in defence of our quondam
friend and boon companion, the " INDIAN

WEED." Your talented exposition of the

virtues of our favourite plant, and calm, phi-
losophic inquiry into its healthful and sana-
tory influences, are rendered doubly valuable
to us by their being in some measure unan-
ticipated ; for, to say the truth (and nothing
else is allowed to be spoken here), we had
reason to fear that this pristine habit was

falling into desuetude amongst the present
degenerate race of mankind. We are led to

believe, from former experience, that the
use of this benign plant exercises a soothing
and salutary influence upon the mind and
body of distressed mortals, and therefore
hail with gratitude your powerful accession
to our views, receiving it as an earnest of
ultimate success, and as the dawning of a
new era upon the 

" cloud-creating" art of

smoking.
As regards your concluding remarks, we

are disposed to take them in a good part,
viewing them merely in the light of a sop to
CERBERUS, and as affording a striking in.
stance of tact, judgment, and sound policy, in
thus propitiating our opponents ; since, had
you omitted this slight discouragement to

smoking, and proclaimed your unqualified
approval thereof, they would instantly have
taken alarm, and concentrated all their

energies for the total suppression of this
salubrious custom. We would, therefore,
kind, Sir, earnestly exhort you to continue

your efforts in support of this good cause,
and beg leave humbly to observe that you
stand not alone in this " labour of love;"
aixerefortes ante AGAMEMNONEM, and great
and good men--inhabitants of your world in
the last century-were not afraid to avow

their approval thereof. For instance, Doctor
JOHNSON, Doctor PALEY, uncle ToBY, and,
last, but not least, our contemplative friend,
the SPECTATOR, cuin multis aliis, whom an
imperfect recollection of terrestial affairs

prohibits our quoting on the instant. These

great and learned men have all (if we mis-
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take not), either by precept or example, re-
commended the use of the " weed" as salu-

tary and soothing to the human frame.
In conclusion, Sir, we look forward with

no small interest to the continuation of your
services on this important question, and to

the publication of statistical details which
will tend to elucidate and establish on the

unerring basis of facts, the efficacy of this
much maligned plant as a pharmaceutic and
hygienic agent. I am, Sir, for self and spiri-
tual companions, with eternal respect,
your very grateful though departed humble
servant,

THE SHADE OF AN OLD SMOKER.
Elysian Fields, Month before the

Festival of Christmas.

PRESENT CONDITION

OF THE

MEDICAL DEPARTMENT OF THE
INDIAN ARMY.

THE following official note on the above
subject has lately been placed before the
home authorities by JOHN GRANT and J. R.
MARTIN, Esquires, of the Bengal Army :-

1st. The improvements lately introduced
into the medical department of the Indian
Army, in relation to promotion and retiring
pensions, afford ground of expectation that
great public benefits will accrue, along with
an enhanced sense of obligation towards the
Government on the part of every medical
officer in India who would rest his claims to
consideration on his own character for
knowledge, activity, and discernment.

2nd. Whilst the undersigned do not doubt
that great public advantages are likely to
result from the new regulations, they are
anxious to submit to authority two circum
stances which, in their opinion, tend very
much to retard and impede, if not in some
measure to defeat, the usefulness of the late
regulations ; viz., the withholding the pension
of 250l. per annum from medical officers of

twenty-one years’ actual service in India ;
and the absence of staff-grades for the pur-
pose of securing an able, experienced, and
vigorous personal superintendance and con-
trol over the general affairs of the depart-
ment ; for, without such efficient supervision
and control, along with encouragement to
promotion and a strict system of selection
of staff-officers, grounded on character and
merit alone, no plan of administration can
possibly afford satisfaction on the ground of
usefulness.

3rd. The exclusion of medical officers
from all increase of pension till they shall
have completed twenty-five years of actual
residence in the East (equal to thirty-six
years of service in H.M. Army), creates a

distinction most seriously to the disad-
vantage of the surgeons of the Indian Army,
not only as compared with their brother-
officers serving in the same ranks (who,
though entering the service six years earlier
in life, are allowed an increase of pension
amounting to 2901., on completing twenty-four
years’ service), but also as compared with the
surgeons of the Royal Army, who, on com-
pleting a period, short comparatively to that
of service in India, become entitled to
fifteen shillings a-day. The practical work-
ing of the exclusion alluded to has been,
and will in all probability continue to be
in a greater degree, to induce medical

officers, from a feeling of sinking hope, to
quit the service on completing their period
of seventeen years, or at the average age of
forty (they cannot enter the service before
their twenty-third year) ; the very time when
their services have acquired their utmost
value to the state.

4th. A reference to experience in such
matters will show that a regulated scale of
increased pension, beginning with the full
term of twenty-one years’ actual service and
ending with thirty-five, will constitute the
best and surest foundation for the cheerful
continuance of service from all classes of
officers, until, from length of servitude or
incapacity for effective duty, they shall be
induced to retire.

5th. In conformity with this tried and
approved principle, and in just and strict
accordance with the scale of pension granted
in 1835 to the officers of the line, the follow-
ing is respectfully submitted to authority as
suitable to the medical department of the
H.C.’s Armv :-

6th. As to the absence of staff-grades :
with a view to insure an able, experienced,
vigorous, and personal superintendence and
control over the general affairs of the

department, the undersigned would simply
observe that to the want here stated is to be
referred neglect of military, as compared
with civil, health; neglect of the public in-
terests ; and more neglect in forwarding the
science of medicine and surgery in all their
branches: and these are some only of the
results proved by parliamentary inquiries, in
1808 and 1840, to have arisen from a faulty
administration at home; and the undersigned
are ready to prove results quite as injurious,
as having long existed from similar causes
in India. To this proof they are willing to
stand pledged to authority.

7th. To ensure an useful administration of
the medical department of the Indian Army
it appears to the undersigned that nothing


